"FORT ZACHARY"

OVERVI EW

Fort Zachary takes place in the Florida Keys. There are four
mai n characters in this sitcom Aksel Nordrum Ral ph
Thonmpson, Pierre Laboum and Coral Salt.

Coral Salt works at her famly's Salt Restaurant. She
perfornms there on the weekends. She had a close friendship
with Jimmry Buffett before he passed.

Aksel Nordrumis Coral's best friend. He is very protective
over her but neans well.

Pierre Laboum lives with Ral ph Thonpson. He is an artist and
gets inspiration fromKey West.

Ral ph Thonpson is a playwight trying to save the | ocal
pl ayhouse from bei ng bought.



| NT. Pl ERRE LABOUM & RALPH THOWPSON S HOUSE - MORNI NG
In a colorful but run-down house, Pierre is sleeping

peacefully in his twin bed just before Ral ph bursts in the
room

I NT. PI ERRE LABOUM & RALPH THOWPSON S HOUSE - MORNI NG

PIERRE IS HT IN THE FACE BY A PI LLOW THROMN BY RALPH

Pl ERRE

Excuse ne?

RALPH
(SHOVING A SCRIPT IN Pl ERRE' S FACE
W TH FRANTI C SCRI BBLES COVERI NG
| T)
Mor ni ng! The first act of ny new play,
| finished it. | was up all night and

it's done can you believe it?

Pl ERRE
Knowi ng you, | can believe it...

What's got you so inspired? You
haven't witten in nonths.

RALPH
VWell | thought about how rmuch | | ove

living here and | figured out that |

want ny next play to be about Key



West! | want it to focus nostly on
the stories of the people here and
Jinmmy Buffett!

Pl ERRE
Does this have anything to do with the

theatre getting bought soon? Ral ph,
This is nonsense. First of all,
there's no nusic, where is the nusic?
It's Jimy Buffett, not Hem ngway.
Second of all, do you really think
you can convi nce people to be part of
this when we all know not hing has been
successful at that playhouse in years.

RALPH

( MAKI NG A FACE)

Go back to bed, I think I know about
soneone. . .

Pl ERRE

( SARCASTI CALLY)

Who, Jimry hinsel f? Bonne chance, non
am .

| NT. SALT RESTAURANT - DAY
CORAL SALT IS SI NG NG ONSTAGE AT HER FAM LY RESTAURANT. SHE

'S SING NG A JI MW BUFFETT COVER OF CHANGES | N LATI TUDES



CHANGES | N ATTI TUDES. SHOTS CUT BETWEEN CORAL SI NG NG AND
RALPH BI KI NG TOMRDS THE RESTAURANT. EVENTUALLY, RALPH PARKS
H S Bl KE BY THE BACK OF THE RESTAURANT. HE CHECKS H S WATCH
AND HURRI ES I N AS CORAL SI NGS HER LAST SONG OF THE SET. HE
WATCHES FROM THE BACK AND ENJOYS THE VI BE OF THE RESTAURANT.
I NT. SALT RESTAURANT - DAY

CORAL

(I NTO THE M C)

Come say hello for the next 15
m nutes! | don't bite!

RALPH STARTS MAKI NG H' S WAY TO THE STAGE BUT | S STOPPED BY A
WELL- DRESSED AKSEL NORDRUM

AKSEL
What do you think you' re doing?
RALPH

( STUTTERI NG)

| - | just wanted to say H to Coral,
| loved watching her set and wanted to
talk to her about sonething.

CORAL
Aksel , what are YQU doing? | just said

everyone can say hi.

(WHI SPERI NG TO AKSEL)

| know he m ght be... Interesting, but

"1l hear himout.



RALPH TRI ES TO STRAI GHTEN OUT THE WRI NKLES ON HI'S SHI RT TO NO
AVAI L

CORAL
Sorry, he's pretty protective.

RALPH
It's okay, do you have a mnute? |

want to talk to you about a new pl ay
I"'mwiting for the community
pl ayhouse.

CORAL
Vell, ny next set is in a few m nutes,

what is it about?

RAL PH
My play will be about Key West and its

people. | want to neet nore |ocals and
hear there stories for inspiration,
are you interested?

CORAL

| aml That sounds great, but | have to
get on stage now. Can | have your
card? We can neet here later in the
day and tal k about it after ny set is
done.

RALPH

(HANDI NG CORAL HI' S CARD)

Geat! 1'll see you then!



I NT. SALT RESTAURANT - UPSTAI RS BEDROOM - DAY

AFTER CORAL'S SHOW IS OVER, SHE GOES UPSTAI RS TO THE LI VI NG
SPACE UPSTAI RS. AKSEL FOLLOWG

I NT. SALT RESTAURANT - UPSTAI RS BEDROCOM - DAY

AKSEL
VWhat was that about? | don't |ike that

guy... He looks |ike he's 30 or
somet hi ng.
CORAL

(ROLLI NG HER EYES)
30?7 | don't know about that, he didn't
| ook THAT ol d. Sormet hi ng about needi ng
advice for a play about Key West? Do
you think he wants nme to be in it? I'm
really excited to talk to himlater,
this mght be the opportunity that
Jimry al ways wanted for ne. He was
al ways supporting nmy success and
starring in a play seens |ike the

next step.

AKSEL
| don't know, isn't what you're doing

ri ght now perfect enough? You have a

ton of fans already.



| NT. PI ERRE LABOUM & RALPH THOWPSON S HOUSE - AFTERNOON
PIERRE |'S SITTI NG ALONE IN H S HOUSE WH LE DRAW NG A LI ZARD
IN THE CORNER OF THE ROOM ON HI S SKETCHBOOK. HE ADJUSTS H S
PCSI TI ON AND THE LI ZARD SKI TTERS AVWAY, LEAVING HM WTH A
HALF- DONE PORTRAI T.

| NT. KEY WEST RESORT - AFTERNOON

Pl ERRE WALKS TO A NEARBY RESORT FOR ART | NSPI RATI ON AND BUMPS
| NTO A MYSTERI QUS WOMAN. AS HE TURNS TO LOCK AT HER,

EVERYTH NG I S I N SLON MOTI ON AS HE IS | MVEDI ATELY LOVESTRUCK.

I NT. SALT RESTAURANT - AFTERNOON
CORAL AND RALPH ARE SI TTI NG AT A TABLE.

RALPH
| was hoping to focus on Jimy Buffett

inthis play and his effect on the
community. |'ve heard that you knew
himwel | .

CORAL
Wait, is this a nmusical or not?

RALPH
|'ve only witten plays.

CORAL
( SARCASTI CALLY)
Oh, so you hate fun... Jimy would

have LOVED you.



AKSEL |'S DI SCRETELY WATCHI NG FROM A NEARBY TABLE

CORAL
Listen, I'min school and perform here

every weekend so | don't have a | ot of

time. 1'll agree to help, but only if

|"mgiven a part and the play is a

musi cal i nstead.

RALPH
( SHAKI NG CORAL' S HAND)

Deal .
ACT 11
SCENE 3
| NT. SALT RESTAURANT - AFTERNOCON
AS SOON AS RALPH LEAVES, AKSEL GCES OVER TO CORAL'S TABLE
VWHERE SHE |'S FI Nl SHL NG THE LAST OF HER CALAMARI . HE GESTURES

FOR HER TO TELL H M WHAT HAPPENED BUT SHE IS CHEW NG

CORAL
Aksel you won't believe it! | just got
a part in the newnusical! I'll help

wite it too since he wants
i nformation about Ji nmy.
AKSEL

( NERVOUS)

Are you sure you want to do this?
You're already so busy, | don't want
you to get burnt out.

CORAL
| know, | just really feel like this



is a big opportunity for ne.

AKSEL
kay, please take care of yourself.

CORAL
| basically invented tinme managenent.

AKSEL
| also just want to make sure you fee

safe around this Ral ph person. You
just nmet himtoday and now you' ve
| anded a part in his nusical. How do
you know you're not getting scamred?

CORAL
Relax... | think we all need to take

ri sks sonetines, when is the | ast
time you' ve taken a risk?

AKSEL
| ordered Arby's a few years ago, does

t hat count ?

| NT. KEY WEST RESORT - EVEN NG
A SHORT MONTAGE OF PI ERE DRAW NG ON HI' S SKETCHBOOK | N THE
RESORT LOBBY LEADS TO HI M FALLI NG ASLEEP ON THE COUCH. RALPH
| S RUSHI NG | NTO THE RESCRT WHI LE GETTI NG RUDE LOOKS FROM THE
WEALTHY GUESTS. RALPH IS FULL OF ENERGY.

RALPH

Pi errel!

(PIERRE | S SOUND ASLEEP)
Pi erre!



10.

(RALPH SHAKES PI ERRE AVWAKE)

Pl ERRE
(Pl ERRE LOOKS AROUND HI M AND
GATHERS HI MSELF. HE HAS NO | DEA
WHERE HE | S FOR A SECOND)
Ckay seriously, you need to stop doing
that. How am | supposed to be a great

artist without any rest?

RALPH
Do you think Picasso got rest? Do you

t hi nk DaVinci got rest? If anything
| " m hel pi ng you get nore hours of work
done.

Pl ERRE
Wiy are you here?

RALPH
Thank you so much for asking. Today

was amazing, | found an actress for ny
pl ay! Have you heard of Coral Salt?

Pl ERRE
The singer at Salty's?

RALPH
Exactly, | got the chance to talk to

her today and she agreed to help ne

| earn nore about Jimy Buffett if she
had a part and if the play was a

musi cal instead. What do you think?

Pl ERRE
Does she know anyt hi ng about the



pl ayhouse?

RALPH
VWell... No, but conme on! She was

basically begging to be a part of it.

Pl ERRE
Ckay fine, say this nmusical really

does take off... How w |l you get the
budget in the first place? Do you have
a plan at all or are you just going
of f of pure hope?

RALPH
ell. ..

Pl ERRE
Ww, okay | want the best for you and

this play but I also don't want you to
get this girl's hopes up.

RALPH
lt' 1l work, I'Il figure it out. |

al ways get nyself out in a pinch.

Pl ERRE
VWhat about the tine we-

RALPH
Pierre, you' re going to have to back

off with the '"tude |'m getting.

Pl ERRE
...Fine, 1'"mhappy for you. Be

car ef ul

RALPH
"1l buy you dinner tonight if you

help me with ny visuals for the

11.



nmusi cal .
Pl ERRE
Salty's?
RALPH
VWhere el se?
ACT 11
SCENE 5

I NT. AKSEL'S HOUSE - EVEN NG

AKSEL ARRI VES HOVE AFTER LEAVI NG THE SALT RESTAURANT. HE

M SSED FAM LY DI NNER AND SI GHS AS HE ENTERS THE HOUSE. HE

12.

WALKS I'N AND SEES EI GHT PAI RS OF EYES STARI NG BACK AT H M

H S MOTHER EXPECTANTLY WAI TS FOR H S EXCUSE.

AKSEL

Sorry mom | got caught up at the Salt

agai n.

AKSEL' S MOTHER

(AKSEL' S MOTHER GETS UP AND WALKS
OVER TO AKSEL, KI SSI NG H M ON THE

SIDE OF H S HEAD)
It's okay sweetie, | know you love to
spend tinme with Coral. I'"mjust glad

you have a friend.

AKSEL
Mom |'m17. How |l ong are you going to
call me a sweetie, I'mpractically an
adul t.

AKSEL' S MOTHER

(ROLLI NG HER EYES LOVI N&Y)

Ckay ny big man.

Are you hungry? |1



13.

make you a plate.

(AKSEL' S MOM WALKS TO THE KI TCHEN

AND PLACES SOVE CRAWEI SH AND

SHRI MP ON A PLATE FOR HER SON)
AKSEL

(AKSEL WALKS OVER TO THE DI NI NG

ROOM TABLE AND SI TS NEXT TO H' S

SIBLINGS. THEY ARE ALL HAPPY TO

SEE HI M)

Dad, | know |I'm| at e-

AKSEL' S FATHER
You know, when |I was your age, if |

spent all day with a girl, 1'd bring
her home to famly dinner after. Wy
haven't we net her yet? For all we
know you' re out doing God knows what
al |l day.

AKSEL
Coral is just a friend, okay? She's

really busy so she doesn't have tine.

AKSEL' S FATHER
We barely even see you anynore, are

you avoi di ng us?

AKSEL
| just need ny space.

AKSEL' S FATHER
You' ve needed space since you were

born, I feel |like you won't be

confortabl e unl ess you're secluded far



away fromus. Do you think that nakes
your not her happy?

AKSEL' S MOTHER
(RETURNI NG FROM THE KI TCHEN

Aksel don't worry about ne, your
father is just upset.

AKSEL' S FATHER
No really, how do you think we al

feel ? Your younger siblings barely see

you and they're growi ng ol der as we

speak.

AKSEL
| know. I'msorry. 1'Il bring Coral
over and we'll have a nice dinner.

Mom |I'mreally sorry if | upset you.

AKSEL' S FATHER
| hate to be hard on you, | just want

to know you' re okay.

AKSEL
"1l be okay.

AKSEL' S FATHER
kay.

( CHANG NG THE TOPI C)

Hey, are you sure she's just a friend?

AKSEL
Yes, dad. We've been over this.

don't see anyone that way.

AKSEL' S FATHER
You know your momwas just a friend



15.

t oo. ..

AKSEL
|"mgoing to ny room

CORAL |'S LOOKI NG ON HER COMPUTER AT THE VERY QOUTDATED KEY
WEST COVWUNI TY PLAYHOUSE WEBSI TE | N HER ROOM SHE | S

FI' Nl SHENG UP HER CALL W TH AKSEL. SHE STARTS WRI TI NG A LI TTLE
FROM HER MEMCORY ABOUT JI MW BUFFETT AND GETS TEARY- EYED

THI NKI NG ABOUT H M FLASHBACKS REVEAL THAT JI MW WAS CLOSE

W TH HER PARENTS AND HAS BEEN I N HER LI FE FOR AS LONG AS SHE
CAN REMEMBER. SHE SENDS HER MEMORI ES I N AN EMAI L TO RALPH

AND AVWAI TS A RESPONSE

EXT. KEY WEST RESORT - EVEN NG
RALPH AND PI ERRE ARE WALKI NG QUT OF THE RESORT WHEN PI ERRE

SPOTS THE MYSTERI OQUS WOVAN FROM EARLI ER

Pl ERRE
Don't | ook now but the love of ny life
is a few feet ahead of us. | need to
get a closer look, | want her to be
ny muse.

RALPH

What are you even tal ki ng about ? Have
you tal ked to her at all?

Pl ERRE
Nope, | just ran into her earlier but



16.

it was |ove at first sight.

RAL PH
Okay wow, at least talk to her first

if she's going to be your next nuse.
You al ways scare people off by doing
this.
Pl ERRE
(PI ERRE STARTS SKETCHI NG THE WOVAN)

She i s beauti ful.

RALPH
Ckay Di Caprio, you need to chil

bef ore Rose | eaves you to drown.
THE MYSTERY WOVAN STOPS WALKI NG AND TURNS BACK TOWARDS Pl ERRE
AND RALPH

MYSTERY WOVAN
How do you know ny nane?

RALPH
| was just nmaking a Titanic reference,

ny friend over here thought it was a
good idea to draw you
Pl ERRE
( STUNNED)
ROSE

Is this true? Were you drawi ng ne?

Pl ERRE
|'"'mso sorry if |I've nmade you

unconfortable, | just thought you were
t he nost beautiful woman |'ve ever

seen and | needed to capture that.



17.
ROSE
Let's see it then.
Pl ERRE
( HANDI NG HER THE SKETCHBOOK)

It's just a quick sketch-

ROSE
Ww. .. This is beautiful. I"mactually

an art collector and I'"'min town for a
coupl e of weeks to see the local art.
Can | have your information? I'd | ove
to see nore.

Pl ERRE
O -O COURSE! Pl ease, take ny card.

woul d | ove to hear from you

ROSE
W'll be in contact!

I NT. SALT RESTAURANT - NI GHT

Pl ERRE AND RALPH WALK | NTO THE SALT RESTAURANT. CORAL | S BACK
ON STAGE PLAYI NG HER COVER OF SOUTHERN CROSS WHI LE THE
RESTAURANT |'S SETTLI NG DOMN FOR THE NI GHT. RALPH AND PI ERRE

HAVE A SET AT THE BAR

Pl ERRE
What a day. ..

RALPH
A day full of networking, | can't
believe it's all working out. | have a

star for my nusical and you have an

art collector.



Pl ERRE
We' ve done well, ny friend. Are you

ready to becone fanous?

RALPH
Fanous?

Pl ERRE
I sn't that what you want?

RALPH
|'ve never really thought about it.

Pl ERRE
BS! You wite plays for a living

there's no way it hasn't crossed your
m nd.

RALPH
| just want to save the playhouse.

That's nmy main priority. Do you want
to be fanous?

Pl ERRE
| suppose, but | think I mainly just

want to be recognized for ny work.

RALPH
| get that.

Pl ERRE
Coral is areally great singer, you

said she knew Jinmy Buffett?
RALPH

Apparently they used to perform

t oget her.

Pl ERRE
That's really exciting. |I've |lived

here 4 years and |'ve never gotten

close to neeting him

18.



RALPH
"' mjust happy | get to share his

story.

Pl ERRE
Absol utely.

RALPH
( RALPH ORDERS TWO DRI NKS FROM THE
BAR)
It's been a hard year, we need to

cel ebrate.

Pl ERRE
| agree 100 percent.

RALPH
To networ ki ng?

Pl ERRE
To net wor ki ng.

19.



